
   

 

             

      

         

              

 

      

   

 

         

      

Good Afternoon, Auburn Families, 

I hope this email finds you well during these remaining days of summer. We are eagerly 
awaiting the arrival of your children on Wednesday, September 1st, to begin the 2021-2022 
academic year! 

Suffice it to say, last year was an incredibly difficult year in our schools and in our homes due to 
COVID, but we made it. Unfortunately, the coming year continues to pose challenges to our 
schools and homes as a result of COVID, but we will make it through again. The following 
information highlights policies and procedures that have been sent to you by your building 
principals. The final draft of this year’s school calendar is also attached for your review. 

Implementation of DESE Mask Requirement, August 25, 2021 (link) 

Per the Auburn School Committee, as voted at their August 18th meeting, and per the 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) as voted at their 
August 25th meeting, masks are to be worn in all school buildings by all faculty, staff, students, 
and visitors regardless of vaccination status until at least October 1st. At that time, DESE will 
determine if communities who have reached an 80% vaccination rate in their middle and high 
schools will be free to move to a differentiated masking policy. Masks at the elementary levels 
will remain for the foreseeable future until vaccination opportunities are available. 

ZippSlip 

Once again, we will be using ZippSlip to monitor the health of our faculty, staff, and students 
daily. This information was crucial in helping keep potential cases of COVID out of the schools. 

If you do not already have a ZippSlip account, please watch for an email from ZippSlip. You will 
follow this email to complete the set up of your account. Please do so as soon as possible as 
we will begin sending daily COVID screening forms out for your completion on Wednesday, 
September 1st. 

If you established an account last school year, your account will be automatically updated to 
reflect your child’s new grade and/or school. 

There is a mobile app available in both the Apple and GooglePlay stores for ZippSlip you can 
download for your convenience. 

You must complete a COVID 19 screening form for your child every morning prior to their arrival 
at school. 

Message about Protocols for Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios - SY 2021-22 (link) 

District Administration, with the support of the Auburn School Committee, has elected to 
participate in two free CIC COVID Testing options for schools provided by DESE (Symptomatic 
Testing and Test Stay). We are providing this in order to try and mitigate student exclusion from 
school and lesson disruption to parents’ days. 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2021-0825mask-requirement.pdf
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2021-0813protocols-message.pdf


 

             

  

        

        

  
         

        

 

   
  

Symptomatic Testing 

Under this program, we will be able to test faculty, staff, and students (with the consent of a 
parent or guardian) who may become symptomatic in school. Faculty, staff, and students with 
very mild symptoms and a negative COVID test, may be allowed to stay in school. 

Test and Stay 

In addition, faculty, staff, and students who may be deemed “close contacts” to a COVID 
positive person in school, can opt to be tested daily in school for at least five days. If the test is 
negative and there are no other concerns, faculty, staff, and students will be allowed to stay in 
school. Please watch for a consent form that will be sent to all families in the coming days along 
with more information about Symptomatic Testing and Test and Stay. 

The logistics of these programs are still being worked out as the state recently released them to 
school districts for consideration. We are hopeful that we will be operational with this program by 
mid to late September. More information will be forthcoming. 

2021-2022 School Calendar 
Attached, please find the final edition of this year’s school calendar. 

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and administration of the Auburn Public Schools, I extend my 
heartfelt best wishes for a safe, happy, and successful year. 

Most Sincerely, 

Casey J. Handfield, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


